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l. Introduction

.—I Language is how we talk and understand each other using words.

Example: When you say "hello" or ask a question, you are using language.

.—I Language is important because it helps us share ideas, feelings, and

information with others. Example: If you couldn't speak, you couldn't tell someone you're happy
or ask for help.

There are three characteristics of Language

1. Expressiveness: Language lets us share our feelings and thoughts. Example: Saying "I'm sad"
expresses how you feel.

2. Arbitrariness: Words have meanings we agree on, even if they don't sound like what they
mean. Example: The word "apple" doesn't sound like a fruit, but we all know what it means.
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3. Displacement: We can talk about things not happening right now. Example: Planning a
vacation for next month is talking about the future.

There are 2 Variants of Language

1. Dialects: Different ways people in different places speak.

2. Registers: Using different language for different situations, like formal or informal talk.
Example: Speaking formally in a job interview and casually with friends.

1. Articulation: Making sounds with our mouths.

2. Auditory Perception: Hearing and understanding sounds.

3. Neurological Basis: The brain's role in helping us speak and understand. Example: When you
say "cat," your brain helps you move your mouth to make the right sounds.

1. Semantics: Understanding the meanings of words.

2. Stylistic Elements: Using language in creative ways. Example: Saying "It's raining cats and
dogs" is a creative way to express heavy rain.

1. Cultural Influence on Language: How culture shapes the words we use.

2. Cultural Expressions through Language: Using words to show cultural ideas. Example:
Different cultures may have unique words for expressing respect.

1. Historical Linguistics: Studying how language changes over time.
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2. Evolution of Language Over Time: Words and grammar change as time goes on. Example:
The way people spoke 100 years ago is different from today.

Il. Components of Language

1. Definition: Studying the sounds we make when we talk.

n,n

2. Study of Sounds: Figuring out how sounds are made and heard. Example: Saying "b" and "p
- notice how your lips and breath make different sounds.

Studying how words are formed.

2. Study of Word Structure: Looking at the parts that make up words. Example: "Unhappiness"
- "un-"is a part that means not, and "happiness" is the main word.

1. Definition: Studying how words come together to make sentences.

2. Study of Sentence Structure: Understanding how words fit to form sentences. Example:
"The cat is on the mat" - the words come together to make a complete thought.

1. Definition: Figuring out the meaning of words and sentences.

2. Study of Meaning: Understanding what words and sentences mean. Example: "Love" means
a deep affection for someone or something.

lll. Functions of Language

1. Verbal Communication: Using words to talk.
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2. Non-Verbal Communication: Expressing without words, like using gestures. Example:
Waving to say hi without saying anything.

IV. Types of Language
1. Examples: English, Spanish.

2. Evolution and Diversity: How languages change and are different around the world.
Example: English spoken in the UK is different from English spoken in the U.S.

1. Programming Languages: Used for computer programming.

2. Constructed Languages (Conlangs): Made-up languages for things like movies (e.g., Klingon).
Example: In Star Trek, Klingon is a language created for a fictional alien species.

V. Language Acquisition

1. Critical Period Hypothesis:

There's a specific time when it's best to learn the language.

2. Stages of Language Development:

How children learn to talk. Example: Babies start with simple sounds like "mama" before
forming complete sentences.
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1. Learning vs. Acquisition: Learning consciously vs. picking up naturally.

2. Factors Influencing Second Language Learning: Things that affect how well we learn a new
language. Example: Learning a new language in a country where it's spoken helps a lot.

VI. Evolution of Language

1. Proto-Languages: Ancestors of modern languages.

2. Language Families:

Groups of related languages.

Example: Romance languages like Spanish, French, and Italian come from Latin.

1. Linguistic Evolution:

How languages change.

2. Impact of Technology: How technology affects language.

Example: The internet has introduced new words and expressions.

VII. Cultural and Regional Variation.

1 Dialects: Different ways people in various regions speak. This happens because language
can change slightly from one place to another. For instance, in the United States, people
might use different words for the same thing depending on whether they're in the South or
the Northeast. —
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2 Accents: The way people pronounce words can also change regionally. An accent is the
distinct way people from a certain place pronounce words. For example, someone from
England might pronounce "schedule" differently than someone from the United States.

._ - This refers to how language changes across different areas.

People in one region might have different words, grammar, or pronunciation than those in
another. It's like a linguistic fingerprint for a specific location. For instance, the English spoken in
London can be different from the English spoken in Glasgow, showcasing regional variations in
vocabulary and pronunciation.

._I This field studies how language and society are connected. It explores how
factors like social class, ethnicity, and gender influence language use. For example, certain
words or phrases might be more common in informal conversations among friends than in
formal settings like a business meeting. Sociolinguistics helps us understand the social aspects
of language and how it reflects and shapes societies.

VIIL. Significance in Cognitive Development

._I Language is closely linked to how our brains work.

Cognitive processes involve thinking, remembering, and problem-solving. Learning and using
language exercise these cognitive functions. For example, when you learn a new word, your
brain forms connections and associations, strengthening cognitive abilities.

._ - Language plays a crucial role in memory and learning.

Words help us remember things, and the process of learning a new language stimulates the
brain. For instance, if you associate a new word with a familiar one, it becomes easier to
remember. Learning a second language, in particular, has been linked to improved cognitive
functions and delayed onset of certain cognitive disorders.

IX. Challenges in Language Processing

.—I This involves teaching computers to translate languages. It's

challenging because language is complex and context-dependent. For example, a machine
might struggle to capture the nuance or cultural subtleties present in human language, leading
to inaccurate translations.
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._ - NLP focuses on making computers understand and

generate human language. Challenges arise due to the ambiguity of language. Words can have
multiple meanings depending on context. For instance, the word "bat" can mean a flying
mammal or sports equipment, and understanding the correct meaning requires grasping the
context.

._ - Ambiguity occurs when a word or phrase has more than one

meaning. Context is crucial in resolving ambiguity. For example, the word "bank" could mean a
financial institution or the side of a river. The meaning becomes clear when the word is used in
a sentence that provides context.

X. Conclusion

.— - Language is a dynamic and multifaceted phenomenon with various

components, functions, and influences. Cultural and regional variations add richness and
diversity to how language is used and understood.

._ - The future of language study involves embracing

technology for better understanding and application. Advances in machine translation, natural
language processing, and cognitive science will continue to shape how we perceive, use, and
study language. As technology evolves, so does our understanding of the intricate nature of
language.



https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaDXGwjE50UimwSvnY0O
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaDXGwjE50UimwSvnY0O
https://engexamprep.com/

